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A Manager’s Perspective:
Structures Division
by Craig Huss

This past year it has been an

honor for me to join the

Griffith Company team as

Structures Division manager.

Griffith Company’s 103 years

of history and investment in

the future of quality construc-

tion in Southern California

makes me proud to be a

member.  Their active mem-

bership in organizations such

as Associated General

Contractors of America and

the Beavers, as well as their

commitment to partnering

with government agencies

and owners, exhibits the

leadership for which this

company is well known.

Additionally, Griffith

Company’s strengths include

its depth of talent and diver-

sity of divisions.  Within its

ranks can be found decades

of training and experience.

Key construction disciplines

include earthwork, paving,

underground, structures,

heavy, crushing, curbs, gut-

ters and landscaping.  This

line-up helps keep our com-

pany strong and vital in an

ever-evolving market.

The Structures Division is

an excellent example of the

company’s range of abilities.

personnel comprise the 

central component every 

construction company needs

in order for anything to be

built.  Their adaptive capabili-

ties have enhanced efforts 

to build greater continuity 

and communication with

engineering and estimating

departments. 

In addition to myself,

many new faces have

appeared in the Structures

Division office.  An entire

accounting department head-

ed by Anita Basurto works to

bring about enhanced track-

ing of costs.  Also, new 

engineering talents work to

achieve closer connection

We are currently working on 

a diverse combination of 

contracts.  The construction

on an ornate spandral arch

bridge in Riverside, a park

concession building in La

Habra, and intricate concrete

on a water treatment facility

in Coachella, in addition to

our usual bridges and under-

ground structures.

As with any strong organi-

zation, it is the people who

make great efforts attainable.

Since the last time that the

Structures Division was fea-

tured two years ago, we have

essentially the same field

crew.  Skilled and experi-

enced, this division’s field
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This is always an exciting time
of year as we are going into
the Holiday Season.  I am writ-
ing before Thanksgiving but
this will be published after.  I
hope all of you had a great
Thanksgiving and are looking
forward to a good Christmas
and Holiday season.

In addition to the Holidays,
this is the time of year that we
tabulate and report on our
performance for the entire
year.  We have had some
exciting work that we have
constructed this year.  The
replacement of the runway at
the Ontario Airport has gone
very well and will continue into
next year.  The beautification
on Rodeo Drive and surround-
ing streets is complete and
looks great.  The reconstruc-
tion of the Victoria Bridge is a
detailed and interesting struc-

ture job.  Our
young engineers
should all get out
and get a look at
the job.  The
paving on
Highway 58, a
grind and replace
and then an
experimental
wearing course,
has stretched the
Bakersfield field
operations and
they have been up to the task.
In addition to finishing on
time, they earned a quality
bonus.  

The Heavy Division has
come into its own with the
Glendale and Coachella
Projects.  The two-week shut-
down on the Glendale Project
was a successful “make or
break” operation.  Coachella

has the
Underground and
Structure Divisions
going full throttle
and this project
will continue most
of next year.  

Our new
Landscape
Division has com-
pleted some of its
early projects and
getting through
the start up stages

is always a challenge.
Currently they are expanding
and beginning to demonstrate
the potential that we had
hoped for.  Some of the larger
sports parks and Port of Los
Angeles Projects will be high-
lighted in the future.  The
Newport Road Project is now
at the dirt import stage.  This
will open the project up and

help us toward the early com-
pletion that the developers are
requesting.  Altogether, these
have been some of the best
and most challenging projects
that the Griffith Company
Team has been involved with.
The preliminary results for
these projects and the “bread
and butter” jobs that are often
unheralded look good.  We
are right on plan but need to
finish well.

While we will be spending
much of our time in 
“closing the year” it is now
time to begin planning for
next year.  Our estimating
teams are hard at work to
keep the momentum going.
With a new year we will be
facing many new challenges.
You all have demonstrated
that we are up for the task.
Thanks for all the hard work.

Executive VPviews: Thanks for all the hard work
by Tom Foss

P R E S I D E N T ’ S C O R N E R

The Good We Do
by Jim Waltze

As the year draws to a close and I reflect back on the work we put in place, my mind goes not

only to our technical achievements, but also to the good we do.

The new main runway we are building at Ontario will be longer, wider, and built with state-of-

the-art lighting.  This will improve the safety of the passengers at Ontario Airport for many years

to come.

Growth in the Coachella Valley has caused the sewage treatment facilities to be overloaded,

and is causing pollution to the ground water.  The new wastewater treatment plant we are 

building will bring them into compliance, eliminate pollution and serve the needs of the valley

well into the future.

Obviously, all the projects we are doing can’t be listed, but it’s important that we realize 

that the storm facilities we put in prevent flooding.  The water systems we install provide 

clean drinking water.  Widening roads saves lives, and airport improvements improve safety.

Landscaping parks and retrofitting eighty-year-old bridges improves the environment in the 

very communities in which we live.

Maybe the holiday season is the best time to reflect not only on what we do, but also the

good we do.  We can all take great pride in doing our part to help Griffith Company improve 

the “Quality of Life” for Californians for over 100 years.

Jim Waltze

Mr. Waltze has served 
as President of Griffith
Company since 1992

Mr. Foss has served
as Executive Vice
President of Griffith
Company since
2000.



between estimate and imple-

mentation.  Welcome to all!

The horizon for 2006 looks

bright as we prepare to begin

two recently awarded jobs.  In

Palmdale, Empire Builders

contracted the Structures

Division to erect two 160-ft.

bridges for the Ana Verde

Development Project.  One

structure is a single-span over

the California Aquaduct,

which will utilize some of the

longest pre-cast members

deliverable.  Our second new

venture is a storm drain

enhancement project for The

Irvine Company.  We are

teaming up with the Orange

County District to complete

this $8 million phase of

Planning Area 6.

Helpful and supportive,

the individuals who comprise

the Structures team have wel-

comed me.  I am sincerely

thankful for their energy and

dedication to making the

Structures Division strong 

and vital.  Happy Holidays

and Best Wishes to all for 

the New Year!

Victoria Avenue Bridge –

Riverside

Originally built in the 1920’s,

the Victoria Avenue Bridge in

Riverside was a testament to

the architectural beauty and

achievement of its time.  This

open spandral arch bridge 

has outlasted many of its 

contemporaries.  However,

with today’s understanding 

of seismic forces as well as

the inevitable wear and tear

of time, the occasion has

come to upgrade this historic

landmark. 

Backed by Federal grant

dollars, the City of Riverside

decided to save the existing

architecture of the Victoria

Avenue Bridge for future gen-

erations.  This complex task

required an elaborate retrofit

design.  To reach today’s 

standards, the structure need-

ed CIDH piling foundation

upgrades, steel and concrete

encasement of the arches

along with a new deck and

support columns.  General

Superintendent Dave Schmidt

designed falsework to pre-

serve and shore up the arches

throughout construction.

Situated across a 500ft

wide by 60 ft deep ravine,

the Victoria Bridge serves as

a vital connection for resi-

dents going to and from vari-

ous schools and businesses.

Consequently, a temporary

pedestrian bridge proved to

be another necessary compo-

nent of the 13 month long

construction project.  

Despite the various diffi-

culties of construction, our

job-site team developed a

winning production plan.  The

operation leadership team

includes John Cook, foreman;

Jana Schuldt, engineer; as

well as the aforementioned

Dave Schmidt.  They have

successfully surmounted any

and all difficulties encoun-

tered thus far on this assign-

ment, and we look forward to

them completing this endeav-

or on budget and on time by

April 2006.

La Bonita Park – La Habra

Another appealing undertak-

ing the Structures Division

currently has underway is for

the City of La Habra.  In

cooperation with the Orange

County District, we are help-

ing to create a four-field base-

ball complex for La Habra res-

idents to use and enjoy.

The efforts of the Orange

County District, the Landscape

Division, the Concrete Division,

and the Structures Division

interweave to bring this assign-

ment to quick fruition in order

to be ready for the spring

baseball season.  Orange

County kicked off the plan,

demobilizing the existing two

ball fields, establishing new

grades for the park, and seed-

ing the outfields.  At present,

the Structures Division is con-

structing a concession/ rest-

room building, cylindrical con-

crete tree wells, decorative

retaining walls as well as wood

& steel trellis structures.  In the

end, the Concrete Division will

come in to do sidewalks and

gutters, and the Landscape

(Continued on p.4)

Arch support falsework - Victoria Avenue Bridge

Manager’s Perspective
Continued from page 1
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S A F E T Y C O R N E R

Once again it’s the holiday season. Time for the
3 “F”s - family, food and fun. We all look for-
ward to spending time with our loved ones and
enjoying great food and spirits. It is important to
be aware of the environment and for the well
being of ourselves and others. In our work set-
ting, we come to our jobs and we depend on
each other to think properly and be safety con-
scious enough to perform our jobs safely.  Don’t
be the weak link! Report to work in an alert con-
dition, ready to perform your job as safely as

usual. Your health and your fellow workers’
health could depend on it.

We look forward to another successful year in
safety in 2006. This year started with several
accidents, but we have settled down and started
performing at the level we are accustomed to.
Congratulations and thank you for your contin-
ued efforts. If you have any questions, sugges-
tions or comments, my ears are always available.
My number is (562) 519 1872. Happy Holidays!

Griffith Holiday Cheer
by Carl Jones

The Griffith Company News

is published four times per

year in order to keep our

employees better informed 

of Griffith Company events

and accomplishments.

For more information contact:

Jill Kiefer

(562) 929-1128

jkiefer@griffithcompany.net

G R I F F I T H C O M P A N Y N E W S

Congratulations to Tyler and

Ellen Faulkner on the birth

of their baby boy, Bohdan

Wong Faulkner.  He was

born on May 21 weighing 7

lbs. 10oz. and measuring

18.5” long.  “Bohdi” has

two big brothers, Brandon

(age 7) and Harrison (age 5).

Denise Denapoli is a grand-

mother!  Again!  Kylie Rae

Mago was born on October

10 at 12:30 a.m., weighing 7

lbs. 9 oz. and measuring

19”.  Congratulations to

Denise, her daughter Jessica

and husband Rob, and big

brother Cole (age 2).

We at Griffith Company

would like to express our

deepest sympathy to those

in our company (family) that

have lost loved ones over

the past few months.  The

Medina Family has experi-

enced heartbreak over the

loss of two very dear mem-

bers of their family.  Chach,

Larry, Mike and Mark all

work in our Los Angeles

District.  Please keep them

and their families in your

thoughts and prayers.

Also, Mary McGee’s mother

recently passed away after a

long illness.  Mary is the

Office Manager in our Los

Angeles District.  We hope

that she and her loved ones

will be comforted during

this difficult time.

Division will return to finish 

the landscaping.

We are proud to assist the

City of La Habra in its cre-

ation of this recreational area.

The combined talents of

Dave Schmidt, superintend-

ent, Jana Schuldt, engineer,

and Albert Ducazau, foreman,

head up our winning project

team.  Superintendent

Schmidt orchestrated

demanding schedules of

about a dozen specialty 

subcontractors.  Diligent and

thorough, Engineer Schuldt

ensured the procurement 

and delivery of the numerous

parts needed from a multi-

tude of suppliers. Additionally,

Foreman Ducazau, bringing

his award winning talents,

works to maintain Griffith

end-product quality stan-

dards.  Thank you all for your

hard work!

Structure Division 
Continued from page 3 Griffith Grapevine

La Bonita
Park building
and tree
wells.


