
Griffith Company 
Goes Green 

It is important for companies

to not just be profitable, but

to be mindful of their impact

on the environment and soci-

ety.  We, at Griffith Company,

are continuously doing our

part to protect our earth and

natural resources; either

directly, through recycling,

and purchasing “green” vehi-

cles; or indirectly, through

projects we build for our 

owners.

The latest catch phrase these

days seems to be “Go

Green.”  Following are some

examples of what we are

doing as a company to take

part in the effort to protect

and improve our environment:

Ford Escape Hybrid

Over the past three years,

Griffith Company has been

transitioning from the Ford

Taurus, to the Ford Escape

Hybrid.  The Hybrid minimizes

gas emissions and maximizes

fuel efficiency by using the

latest hybrid technology.  The

electric motor can power the

vehicle up to 25 mph without

ever using the gas engine.  It

also includes “Regenerative

Braking” - whenever the

brakes are applied it

recharges the battery pack.

You never have to plug it in!

This car has outstanding fuel

economy and low environ-

mental impact. 

Prima Deshecha Landfill 

In September 2007, our

Landscape Division began a

$3.3 Million native restoration

and mitigation project at the

Prima Deshecha Landfill in

San Clemente.  When com-

pleted in June of 2009, this

project will restore Costal

Sage and Native Grasslands

over a 198.5-acre area for the

County of Orange, Integrated

Waste Management District.

POLA Cienega and 

Bio Swale

Pictured on page three is a

wetland area at the Port of

Los Angeles we constructed.

It was what they call a

Cienega — also known as a

wetland area.  In conjunction

with the Cienega reconstruc-

tion, we cleared and restored 

the slope to its native
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Caption:  Overview of entire 198.5 acre Mitigation Project
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As you can see from the theme

of this newsletter, Griffith

Company is a good corporate

partner with the communities

that we work in.  One of the

main reasons we behave this

way as a corporation is that we

also live in these communities.

A measure of the quality of life

that we are all hoping to achieve

is that we have clean air to

breathe, an environment that is

enjoyable and a source of clean

water to use.  While I was grow-

ing up in the sixties, I remember

playing outside on a bad air day,

and that night my lungs burned

from the air.  No one wants an

environment like that to live in.

Since then, California has done

a good job in

cleaning up the

environment.

Removing lead

from our gasoline

and beginning to

manage emissions

from stationary

plants was a good

step, over the last 40 years, in

the process of cleaning up our

air quality.

Whether you think that global

warming is caused by man or

not, we all are interested in

improving the environment

where we live.  Today, the 

politicians have begun the next

steps for us.  Unfortunately, 

the proponents of

“no growth” that

stopped highway

improvements in

the 70’s and there-

fore have given us

gridlock, seem to

be in charge of 

the process.  

I briefly mentioned in the last

Newsletter about the Off-Road

Diesel emissions regulations that

were going to be implemented

by the Air Resources Board.

The regulations are out and 

they are as onerous as we antici-

pated.  Griffith Company will

begin to retrofit our engines

now, and then ultimately replace

all of our equipment by the 

year 2025.  What we asked for

in the regulations was some

common sense that would 

not hurt us financially.  We did

not get the help we needed 

but are working to minimize 

the financial impact.  

As time passes we will be deal-

ing with On-Road Diesel emis-

sion regulations, storm water

run-off regulations, and CO2

regulations.  It may be an unfair

financial burden on us, but we

will continue to do our part.  As

a company, we are contributing

to a cleaner environment, and

are working to improve the qual-

ity of life in Southern California.

President’sviews: Partnering with the Community
by Tom Foss

C H A I R M A N ’ S C O R N E R

Leaving it Better 
than the Way We Found It
by Jim Waltze

No, we are not changing our Griffith Company colors from red to green.  We decided to dedicate

one of our newsletters to the good things we do for the environment in the normal course of our

business.

As a kid, my family did a lot of camping, and I was taught to leave the campground cleaner than 

I found it.  Last year, I went camping with my grandson on an Indian Guides outing, and found the

kids to day are learning the same lesson.  We are all temporary custodians of our environment, 

and we all want a better world for our kids and grandkids.

Construction sometimes gets a “bad rap” regarding the environment, when in actuality most of the

environmental solutions will be as a result of construction.  The list of things we do as a company

to improve the “quality of life” for Californians seems to be endless.  But we thought we would

share some of the positive things we do today to leave our environment better than we found it.

By the way, our next newsletter will be back to red.  Have a great holiday season with your families.

Jim Waltze

Mr. Waltze has served 
as Chairman of Griffith
Company since 1998

Mr. Foss 



condition.  A Bio Swale was

constructed at the end of the

Cienega to filter the storm

water.  The total land area

restored was 3 acres.  

Downey Park Water

Retention Basin

At a time when water

resources are being chal-

lenged by the continued

growth in our region, Griffith

Company is helping provide

our local agencies with 

solutions to water supply 

and quality issues. As an 

integral piece of our $6.2 mil-

lion Downey Park Project for

the City of Downey, Griffith

Company installed an under-

ground concrete storm water

detention basin, capable of

retaining precious storm 

water runoff to recharge the

underground aquifer. Utilizing

the newest water retention

technology, we placed over

seven-hundred pre-cast 

concrete building blocks that

formed the underground

basin. The basin was placed

atop an infiltration system to

help filter the storm runoff as

it percolates into the ground

below. Griffith Company con-

tinues to be on the leading

edge of eco-friendly solutions

for today’s environmental

challenges.

Griffith Company 

Recycle Site

Griffith Company currently

operates two recycle sites; one

in Bakersfield and one in

Irvine.  In the first ten months

of this year we have sold

185,000 tons of recycled mate-

rial to be used as road base,

back fill, and base for building

foundations.  Our portable

recycle plant has produced

407,000 tons of Crushed

Miscellaneous Base this year

for in house and outside 

customers.  In

California alone,

approximately

8.7 million tons

of these con-

struction and

demolition mate-

rials would have 

ended up as 

disposed waste.  

By using these

resources we 

are promoting a product that

will save money and energy for

local governments and other

purchasers. This not only con-

serves diminishing resources of

virgin aggregate materials, but

creates additional business

opportunities.  Our recycle

aggregate is produced by

crushing concrete and asphalt

according to strict manufactur-

ing standards that comply with

Standard Specifications for

Public Works Construction,

and the State of California

Standard Specifications.  We

will continue improving in 

this area, providing better

materials and keeping Griffith

Company “Green.”

City of Coachella – 

Ave. 54 Wastewater

Treatment Plant Upgrade

The City of Coachella had a

major environmental issue.

The effluent that the city’s

wastewater treatment plant

was producing did not meet

the strict environmental

Griffith Company Goes Green

Downey Park Water Retention Basin

continued from page 1

Grading and compacting unsta-
ble slopes prior to installing irri-
gation and planting native
plant material.

Restoring the Cienega wetland
to its natural habitat.

Griffith Company Recycle Site



The Griffith Company News

is published four times per

year in order to keep our

employees better informed 

of Griffith Company events

and accomplishments.

For more information contact:

Jill Kiefer

(562) 929-1128

jkiefer@griffithcompany.net

G R I F F I T H C O M P A N Y N E W S

For those of you who don’t

know, our friend and Safety

Director, Carl Jones, suf-

fered a stroke last month.

It affected his vision and

balance.  He has been

released from the rehabilita-

tion center, and will require

full-time assistance.  Carl

sends his thanks for all of

your prayers and phone

calls.  If you would like to

send a card to him, his

address is: 16809 Bellflower

Blvd., Bellflower, CA  90706.

Update on Carl Jones

requirements for discharge

into the Coachella Valley

Storm Canal. This canal dis-

charges ultimately in to the

Salton Sea. 

The effluent was so far above

the legal limits for discharge

into a public body of water

that a “Cease and Desist

Order” was issued by the

state regulatory bodies 

having jurisdiction in this

area. This order meant that

the City of Coachella would

no longer be able to treat 

the waste from the city’s

20,000 plus residents and 

the associated businesses.

In order for the City of

Coachella to be able to 

continue to operate their

wastewater treatment plant, 

a solution had to be found. 

A design for a plant upgrade

was commissioned and 

completed. 

The design points for the

plant were to keep the BOD

(Biochemical Oxygen

demand) at a value of less

than 25ppm and TSS (Total

Suspended Solids) at a value

of less than 20ppm. 

Once the wastewater treat-

ment plant addition was 

complete and all of the 

different processes started

into operation, it took only

ten days (during which time

no effluent was allowed 

into the canal) to receive 

successful test reports allow-

ing effluent to be released

continued from page 3

into the canal.

These test

reports not only

showed that

Griffith Company

had constructed

a plant that 

operated at

design efficiency

but they showed

the plant was

operating at the

highest level of

treatment, as 

the test reports

showed “non-

detect” readings

for both the 

BOD and TSS 

for the plants

effluent in addi-

tion to these

results additional

tests also produced “non-

detect” readings for ammonia

in the plant effluent.

Now that this project has

been completed the “Cease

and Desist Order” that the

City of Coachella was under

for it’s wastewater operations

has been lifted and Griffith

Company is directly responsi-

ble for improving the quality

of water now flowing into the

Salton Sea.

City of Coachella – Ave. 54 Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade

It’s Easy 

Being

Green! 

This letter is one of many we received from
the Whitaker School 3rd Grade.  Griffith
Company’s Landscape Division put in the 
new grass and sprinkler system for their 
playground.


